
Westover Road was dubbed ‘The Bond Street of 
Bournemouth’ and was once the town’s most 
fashionable and exclusive place to be seen. Between 
the wars The Pavilion, Regent cinema, Westover Ice 
Rink and Palace Court Hotel opened. Look up to find 
architectural details that indicate the histories of these 
buildings. In 1949 the Regent became The Gaumont 
Theatre where, in 1963, the then new pop sensation 
the Beatles performed for a six night residency. Their 
screaming fans blocked the road. 

6 Westover Road & 
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Venture up the steps at the rear 
of St Peter’s Church to find two 
significant graves. Look for the memorial of Mary 
Shelley, author of the novel Frankenstein and widow  
of the Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley. Mary is 
buried with her parents Mary Wollstonecraft, the 
feminist writer, and William Godwin, the political 
philosopher, her son Percy Florence Shelley and his 
wife Jane, as well as the heart of her husband.

Go further up the slope to find the grave of Lewis 
Tregonwell who built Bournemouth’s first house in 1812.

Steps to access

7 Mary She�ey’s 
Grave

Look up to find a blue plaque that describes the 
beginnings of the Gervis Arcade where builder 
Henry Joy developed two rows of shops in 1866. 
There are many original features to see including 
stained glass windows, tiles beneath your feet 
and interesting architectural details above the 
shops. Look out for brass panels and cherubs on 
the old cigar shop “Offers” and Charles Fox 
Jewellers, the oldest established business in the 
arcade. Can you work out who made the clock 
over the Gervis Place entrance?   

8 The Gervis Arcade

Halfway up Richmond Hill you will find an interesting 
example of Art Deco architecture. The 1930s Daily Echo 
building was purpose built as the headquarters for a 
thriving newspaper business. Look up to see horizontal 
lines and sweeping curves with Egyptian influences in 
the sandy colour and window shapes. After dark you 
may glimpse views of the elegant stairwell illuminated by 
huge dangling tube 
lights. Walk into Albert 
Road to find the 
towering windows of 
the old press hall 
where tens of
thousands of 
newspapers were 
printed each day. 

9 The Echo Building

Originally two semi-detached Victorian villas, the Norfolk 
Royale was built in the 1840s. Now Grade 2 listed, the 
hotel has an illustrious history. Look up to see the Norfolk 
coat of arms, a nod to Henry Granville Fitzalan-Howard, 
the 14th Duke of Norfolk who had a summer residence 
here until 1860. Find the blue plaque that describes the 
hotel’s history and dates. Venture inside to discover 
stained glass, elegant interiors and step onto the Art 
Nouveau cast iron veranda that was added in 1903.

10 The Norfolk Royale

Built in 1885 as the Mont Dore Hotel. It aimed to attract 
wealthy guests and offered luxurious facilities. Treatments 
included hot baths and vapour inhalation that would 
alleviate the symptoms of tuberculosis, bronchitis, 
rheumatism and arthritis. The building was requisitioned 
in 1914 for use as a hospital for wounded soldiers and 
later became Bournemouth Town Hall. It took on its 
current identity after the amalgamation of Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole 
councils in 2019. 
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A fuller version of this trail can be 
found online along with other 

cultural trails for the BCP area: 
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This trail takes you through Bournemouth Town Centre 
and its listed gardens down to the seafront, walking the 
routes that were sought out by the Victorians for their 
health and wellbeing benefits. Stop for a cuppa at The 
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery & Museum, a historical gem 

with views out to Bournemouth’s iconic pier, then circle 
back into town, spotting Art Deco features along the way. 
Visit Mary Shelley’s grave and discover who (and what!) 

is buried within. Explore the unique architecture that 
features along the High Street and discover the 
landmarks that tell the story of Bournemouth.

Sitting on Bournemouth’s beautiful coastline 
are the buildings that tell the story of its 

transition from a small seaside resort to the 
bustling town it is today. 

The name The Square goes back to 1902 when a 
tramway through the town was constructed. The ticket 
office building with its tram stops was square shaped 
and the trams would have The Square displayed as their 
destination. The name has stuck for over 120 years.

The elegant Bobby & Co department store opened in 
1915 offering opulence and comfort for well-to-do 
shoppers. Look up to see the original wrought iron 
Bs on the balconies. 
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Bournemouth 
Cultural Trail
A�e�: A moderately hilly 
circular walking route on 
hard surface pavement. 

Length: 
3km

Est �me: 
1.5 

hours

A B

C D

E

F

G H

I J

K

Take a stroll around Bournemouth’s largest 
art gallery – the town centre! Walls, pillars 

and railings all become canvases to 
amazing public art pieces.

Discover a whole range of sculpture, mosaic and 
mural art, including Dorset’s largest mural, as well 

as a rather humorous depiction of architect, 
Christopher Crabb Creeke. We’ve highlighted a few 
key pieces around the town that are positioned on 

or close to this trail route. Extend your exploration or 
pop back another day to focus on our street and 

public artworks.

Town Square Mosaic 
(Maggy Howarth) 

Aubrey Beardsley 
Mosaic (style of)

Dreaming of a Sea 
(LucanArt)

The Tregonwell / 
Creeke Statue 
(Jonathan Sells)

Bournemouth Pier 
Approach Flyover 
(Lauren Marina)

A Life Lost to Aids 
in Dorset (Local school 
students, DAMSET)

East Cliff Railing Artworks – 
Seaside sculptures (Various Artists)

‘Blue Skies’ Jon 
Egging Memorial 
(Tim Ward)

Upside Gallery 
(Paintshop Studio 
& various artists)

Bournemouth War Memorial 
(Albert Edward Shervey)

Central Gardens 
Mural (May 
Summers-Perkins)

Braidley Road 
Flyover (Arts 
University Bournemouth)

Discover more!

Bo�y’s & The Square

Bournemouth Pier was originally opened in 
1880 and is 305 meters long (1000 ft). The 
Pier Theatre was added in 1960 when the 
structure was rebuilt after partial demolition, 
for security reasons, during World War II. The 
theatre was designed by renowned 
Bournemouth born architect Elisabeth Scott. 
Throughout its history steamships and 
pleasure boats were tied up to the pier 
enabling holidaymakers to disembark here. 
Do take time to stroll along and take in the 
view of the town from this historic pier.

3Bournemouth Pier

The original East Cliff Hall, now the 
Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum, 
was the home of a wealthy couple called 
Merton and Annie Russell-Cotes. Merton 
gave the house to his wife as a 66th 
birthday present. In 1907 Annie gifted the 
house to the town of Bournemouth. It 
opened as a public museum in 1922. Do 
venture inside to discover decorative 
interiors, unusual stained glass, wonderful 
designer tiles and fascinating artifacts, 
many brought back from the international 
tours the couple enjoyed in the late 1800s. 

4The Ru�e�-Cotes

The Bath Hotel opened in 1838 and was 
Bournemouth’s first hotel. It was built by George 
Tapps-Gervis who wanted to create a seaside village. 
The town of Bournemouth developed from these 
beginnings. In 1884 Merton Russell-Cotes bought the 
hotel and gave it a lavish makeover. It attracted 
wealthy and well-connected guests including Empress 
Eugenie of France, the writer Oscar Wilde and Prime 
Ministers Benjamin Disraeli and William Gladstone. In 
1974 the hotel received a Grade II listing. 

5The Bath Hotel

Bournemouth’s picturesque Lower 
Gardens have enchanted visitors 
since Victorian times. The design of 
the walkways, tree plantings and 
flowerbeds date back to the late 
19th Century.  Walk beside the 
Bourne Stream where for more than 

2Lower Gardens 
& Bandstand

150 years children have sailed their toy boats and 
paddled in the cooling water. Stop by the historic Pine 
Walk Bandstand (built 1933) to listen to one of the 
regular concerts there and enjoy the rockery 
(constructed c1930), where you will see tropical and 
subtropical plants that thrive in our mild seaside climate.  Café inside (free to access).


